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Sternite 6 (6s) with a characteristic pair of posteriorly directed 
teeth midway of posterior margin. 

Piophila (Liopiophila) nigrimana Meigen 
(Fig. 4) 

1826. Syst. Beschr. 5: 396; (see Hennig, 1943, p. 31, for further synonymy). 

The sixth sternite of the male of this species, common in North 
America as well as in the Palaearctic region, bears a characteristic 
bent prong and a small tooth on its posterior margin, as shown in figure 
4. A specimen from Scotland is similar. 

Literature Cited 

Duda, O. 1924. Revision dor europaischen und gronlandischen sowie einiger 
siidostasiat. Arten der Gattung Piophila Fallen (Dipteren). Konowia 3: 97-113; 
153-203. 

Frey, R. 1930. Neue Diptera brachycera aus Finnland und angrenzenden Landern. 
Notulae Ent. 10: 82-94. 

Hennig. W. 1943. Piophilidae. In E. Lindner, Die Fliegen der palaearktischen 
Region, 5, Fam. 40 (Lfg. 151): 1-52, pis. I-III. 

Munro, H. K. 1947. African Trypetidae (Diptera), etc. Mem. Ent. Soc. S. Africa 
no. 1: 1-284, 16 unnumbered pis. 

Steyskal, G. C. 1961. The genera of Platystomatidae and Otitidae known to 
occur in America north of Mexico (Diptera, Acalyptratae). Ann. Ent. Soc. Am. 
54: 401-410. 



TROPACARUS, A NEW GENUS OF ACARIDAE 

(Acarina) 

Frederick Cunliffe, State College Keene, N. H. 

In 1955 E. W. Baker collected an undescribed acarid mite from vari- 
ous leaves in the Congo. These mites lived in small colonies, usually 
forming a circle, with their bodies oriented inward. Baker again col- 
lected this mite in Costa Rica and Nicaragua in 1959, and Fleschner 
found it on citrus leaves in Assam, India the same year. Muma (1961) 
records it as feeding on fungus on citrus leaves in Florida. He states: 
“This mite is usually found in clusters, including eggs, young and 
adults, along the midrib of the leaf or besides clumps of trash. 
When disturbed the mites move clumsily about until a hiding place 
is found or the cluster is relocated.” U. S. National Museum records 
show that this species has also been intercepted from Brazil at U. S. 
Quarantine. 
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Tropacarus, new genus 

This genus is distinctive in having large genital discs, in having 
certain of the body setae long and whiplike, in that certain body setae 
are missing, in lacking most tarsal setae, and in that the male does not 
have anal discs. 

Type . Tropacarus mutnai, new species. 

Tropacarus mumai, new species 
(Figs. 1-10) 

Female. Plump, “pale yellow to pale orange with a red-brown to black spot on 
each side near the back end. Frequently one or two additional dark areas occur in 
the middle near the back end” (Muma, 1961). Setae see, he, lp, d4 and sae are very 
long and whiplike; pal is about half as long as these; the other dorsal body seate are 
much sorter. Coxae I and III each with a seta; there are three pairs of genital setae, 
the posterior pair situated almost on coxae IV; there are two pairs of anal setae. The 
genital discs are large in relation to the body size. Leg setae are fewer in number than 
in other genera, especially on tarsus I and II. Body length 380 u; width 270 u. 

Male. Similar to female. Tarsal IV discs are on the proximal half of the segment. 
There are no anal discs. Body length 320u; width 210 u. 
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The holotype female, U. S. National Museum No. 3039, twelve para- 
type females, and two paratype males were collected on leaves of “tree”, 
Leopoldville, Congo, April ib, 1955, by E. W. Baker. 

Other specimens were collected on Yitex congolensis , Stanleyville, 
April 18, 1955; Berlinia sp., same data; frangipani, same data; frangipani, 
Lwiro, May 17, 1955; peach, Mulunga, May 18, 1955. All were found 
on the ventral surfaces of the leaves, usually in colonies. The same 
species has been found in Florida, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, India, and 
Brazil (U. S. Quarantine). 
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